CURRENT USE BOARD
Public Forum Notes
Concord, NH
DATE: November 17, 2017
LOCATION: Department of Revenue Administration, Concord, NH
BOARD MEMBERS:
Senator Ruth Ward
Representative Jim Belanger
Stephan Hamilton, Chairman, Commissioner Designee, NH Department of Revenue Administration
Jon Wraith, Dean, College of Life Sciences and Agriculture ~ Excused
Lorraine Merrill, Commissioner, NH Department of Agriculture, Markets and Food
Susan Francher, Commissioner Designee, NH Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, Division of Forests
and Lands
Barbara Richter, NH Conservation Commission
Lindsay Webb, Commissioner Designee, NH Fish & Game
Dave McMullen, Assessing Official, City
Andrea Lewy, Assessing Official, Population >5,000
Norm Bernaiche, Assessing Official, Population <5,000
Susan Bryant-Kimball, Forest Landowner
Tom Thomson, Public Member
Chuck Souther, Public Member, Agriculture
MEMBERS of the PUBLIC:
Jonathan Horton, NH DRED, Forests and Lands

Robert Johnson II, NH Farm Bureau

Chairman Hamilton convened the public forum of the Current Use Board at 9:30 a.m.
Mr. Hamilton reviewed the proposed assessment ranges for forest land, forest land with documented stewardship
and farmland categories. He followed with a summary of the current use program, the withdrawal of the 2017
assessment ranges due to a moratorium on administrative rules, an explanation of the forestry model and how the
assessment ranges are developed.
A brief discussion took place pertaining to the information used to determine the farmland assessment range and
why it has not changed in the past few years. Mr. Hamilton gave a brief explanation of the wetland and
unproductive categories followed by the history of the timber tax and current use programs.
Mr. Hamilton thanked Commissioner Merrill for her time and service on the current use board and wished her the
best in her retirement.
Public Comment
Mr. Johnson, from the NH Farm Bureau, presented a situation pertaining to an excavation site on a property in
current use that an owner has just received notice from the town they will be removing that portion of land from
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current use because it is no longer in its natural state. The owner uses the material for his own use on his property.
Mr. Thomson referenced page 45 of the Current Use Booklet which describes the qualifying uses for forestry and
agricultural purposes. Mr. Hamilton suggested the owner have a conversation with the town to understand their
concerns and to answer any questions they may have about the property. He added there is an appeal process at
the BTLA if necessary and their website can be searched for similar cases.
Mr. Hamilton stated a letter was received from Jasen Stock from the NH Timber Owners Association that will be
included in the record. In his concluding statement, he states, “After reviewing the proposed rate changes in the
context of state and regional timber markets we believe the changes are appropriate.”
No other public input received.
Mr. Hamilton closed the public forum at 10:20 a.m.
Respectfully Submitted, Stephanie Derosier
NH Department of Revenue Administration – Municipal and Property Division
Documentation relative to the Current Use Board may be submitted, requested or reviewed by:
Telephone: (603) 230-5955
Facsimile: (603) 230-5947
E-mail: cub@dra.nh.gov
Web: http://revenue.nh.gov/current-use

In person at 109 Pleasant Street, Concord
In writing to:
NH Dept of Revenue Administration
Current Use Board
PO Box 487
Concord, NH 03302-0487
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