UNOFFICIAL MINUTES OF THE

EQUALIZATION STANDARDS BOARD

Approved as Written

	DATE: September 18, 2006
	TIME: 1:00 p.m.

	LOCATION: Training Room, 57 Regional Drive, Concord NH

	BOARD MEMBERS:
	

	Senator Peter Bragdon - Absent
	Senator David Gottesman – Absent

	Representative Eric Anderson, Chair
	Representative Thomas Gillick

	G. Philip Blatsos, Commissioner – 

Appointee Robert Boley
	Colleen Brickley, Public Member – Absent

	Joyce Fulweiler, Public Member – Absent
	Stephan Hamilton, NHAAO

	George Maglaras, NH Assoc. of Co. - Absent
	Dean Michener, NH School Boards – Absent

	Richard Rugg, Public Member
	Kathryn Temchack, LGC

	Richard Vincent, NHAAO – Absent
	

	
	

	MEMBERS of the PUBLIC:

	Barbara Reid, NHMA
	

	
	


Chair Anderson opened the meeting indicating the board did not have a quorum due to a last minute cancellation.  Commissioner Blatsos appointed Robert Boley to act in his stead at the meeting.

Chair Anderson stated the previous clerk Mary Myers has moved to Florida and introduced the new clerk Dawn Wirkkala and her backup Renee Fisher.  

Chair Anderson stated the board couldn’t complete official business during the meeting and asked those who did attend to complete introductions.

Assessing Manual

Chair Anderson asked for an update of the Assessing Manual.  Mr. Boley reported work on the manual has stalled.  The manual is in the hands of the Assessing Standards Board and hopefully word regarding its status will come soon.

2006 ESB Accomplishments

Chair Anderson requested the review of the 2006 Equalization Standards Board Accomplishments for needed clarification or amendments.  Mr. Boley reported the accomplishment report listed completed changes to the ESB Manual 3.10 (e) regarding Time Trending, prioritizing four of the Wasserstein and Davis recommendations, including:

A. Testing for sales chasing – the ESB is requesting changes to the ESB Manual sections 3.05.04 I; 

B. Having the DRA extract valuation and assessment information – the DRA will continue to gather the data after the filing of the MS1 form; 

C. Identifying municipal parcels that contribute over 20% of value to any municipality – the only parcel being utility properties which are re-appraised annually by the DRA;

D. Encourage the formations of cooperative assessment districts – the testimony from an existing inter-municipality agreement resulted in the ESB formally supporting such agreements and will present such at the 2006 LGC/NHMA conference.  

The information would be added to a PowerPoint presentation for the 2006 ESB public forum information.  The ESB listed ways that were reviewed that would improve the equalization process, which includes education and training for local municipalities.

Representative Gillick asked if there was an increase in the total assessed values of municipalities and Mr. Boley replied there has been an increase per town, up to 10% to 20% of the modified assessed values.  Mr. Hamilton asked if there have been improvements with assessing and Mr. Boley stated there has been.  

Discussion took place regarding the cooperative assessing districts and that it can be not only contiguous areas, but also a similar area.  Mr. Boley stated a process exists now with the Unincorporated areas.  

Chair Anderson asked to look at the other recommendation from the Wasserstein and Davis report, working on one per month.  Mr. Boley stated it could be completed, and that some tasks have already been done by the DRA.  The equalization process has seen improvement with six items, most of which was just re-emphasizing the completing of items to municipalities.  Having ESB members emphasize what is needed during the forums helps the process.

Discussion took place regarding the electronic filing of sales during the tax year.  Mr. Boley stated many municipalities are filing electronically equaling approximately 90% of the total sales; however it is many small towns that are not filing electronically.  Ms. Temchack asked if additional training was necessary for the smaller municipalities to get them to file electronically.  Mr. Boley replied some just don’t have the electronic capabilities to do so.  DRA staff has gone to municipalities with their own equipment to assist in the process, when the assistance is accepted.  Mr. Hamilton stated filing electronically can provide benefits to all municipalities.

2006 Public Forums

Chair Anderson asked about the forum agenda, and stated the ESB would present second at the 2006 forums.  Mr. Boley stated the changes to the manual and explanation of the Wasserstein and Davis recommendations and improvements being made could be presented.  Chair Anderson asked if the tri-town assessor could be there and Mr. Boley stated he would ask.  Chair Anderson asked for attendance and volunteers for the 2006 forums.  

Chair Anderson expressed thanks to Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Boley for their work at the previous years forums.

Other Issues

Chair Anderson asked if there were other issues that needed to be addressed.  Mr. Boley stated the time trending software has been arrange and installed with the Real Data software, allowing for a normal ratio without time-trending, and that time-trending will be completed only when supplemental sales have been supplied.  Mr. Hamilton asked the board to review time trending at a later meeting to discuss if shadow studies can be completed to determine if it could be used for all municipalities.  Mr. Boley stated there are small problems with running the program with the outliers and stated Real Data is not sure on how to fix it yet.  The outliers can be pulled manually, but that could be a problem if the process is completed for all municipalities.  Documentation regarding why the outliers need to remain will be provided.

Representative Gillick stated the statute states the equalization process needs to be reviewed on an annual basis for recommendations by the ESB.  Mr. Boley stated the ESB has annually made recommendations to the Equalization Manual and process.  After the public forums the board can review any objections, if presented, and the ESB will have to complete a formal vote on the recommended changes.  Chair Anderson stated legislation could be proposed if necessary.

Next Meetings

The board set meetings for the ESB on October 23, 2006 at 1:00 P.M. and December 11, 2006 at 1:00 p.m.  Chair Anderson asked if the draft public forum presentation could be reviewed at the October 23 meeting, in addition to the other recommendations from Wasserstein and Davis report.

Adjournment

Ms. Temchack motioned to adjourn at 2:05 p.m.  Mr. Rugg seconded the motion. All approved.

	Next Meeting: October 23, 2006 – 1:00 p.m. 57 Regional Drive, Concord NH

	

	Respectfully Submitted, Dawn Wirkkala, Clerk

	NH Dept of Revenue Admin. - Property Appraisal Division

	

	Documentation relative to the Equalization Standards Board may be requested or reviewed by:

	Telephone: (603) 271-2687

Facsimile: (603) 271-1161

Web: www.nh.gov/revenue
	In person at 57 Regional Drive

In writing to: NH Dept of Revenue Admin.

Equalization Standards Board

PO Box 487

Concord, NH 03302-0487
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