MINUTES OF THE

EQUALIZATION STANDARDS BOARD

Approved as Written

	DATE: September 17, 2007
	TIME: 1:00 p.m.

	LOCATION: Training Room, 57 Regional Drive, Concord NH

	BOARD MEMBERS:
	

	Senator Betsi DeVries - Absent
	Senator John Gallus - Absent

	Representative Peyton Hinkle
	Representative Peter Schmidt – Absent

	G. Philip Blatsos, Commissioner
	Colleen Brickley, Public Member – Absent

	Joyce Fulweiler, Public Member - Absent
	Stephan Hamilton, NHAAO, Chair

	George Maglaras, NH Assoc. of Counties - Absent
	Dean Michener, NH School Boards Assoc. - Absent

	Richard Rugg, Public Member
	Kathryn Temchack, LGC – Absent

	Richard Vincent, NHAAO
	

	
	

	MEMBERS of the PUBLIC:

	Barbara Reid, NHMA
	Robert Boley, NHDRA

	Linda Kennedy, NHDRA
	

	
	


Chair Hamilton opened the meeting at 1:15 p.m. indicating there was not a quorum. 

Board Business

Chair Hamilton stated he has been nominated to the Assessing Standards Board and he will no longer be on the Equalization Standards Board.  The ESB will need to address leadership with a vote for a new Chair at their next meeting.  The NHAAO nominated Robert Gagne from the City of Manchester and Robert Estey, a long-time assessor and previous member of the ASB.

Chair Hamilton reminded those in attendance of the joint meeting between the ASB and the ESB on October 25, 2007 at 9:30 a.m.  The meeting will be held at 57 Regional Drive in Concord, the same place as regular ESB meetings. 

Commissioner Blatsos stated the ESB budget has been reviewed and they should try to fall within its frame.  Submissions for mileage and request for reimbursements should be submitted timely.  The ESB hasn’t been as big a problem, but budgets should be kept in mind.  Chair Hamilton asked if monies could be shifted from the ESB to other boards that may need the funds.  Commissioner Blatsos stated it has happened in the past and upon request of the Governor’s office travel money for all department business has been centralized under the DRA Administration unit to make making reimbursement payments easier.

Approve Minutes

Board members reviewed the minutes from June 11, 2007 for corrections and vote at a future meeting when there is a quorum.  There were no corrections to the minutes.

2007 Public Forums

The board reviewed the dates and locations of the 2007 public forums.  The board clerk indicated a quorum of board members is not needed for the public forums, but every meeting should have at least a two attendees.

Mr. Boley stated he would be at all forums, except for the October 30 Colebrook forum.  Mr. Rugg stated he has plans to attend all forums.  

Discussion took place about what information would be presented at the forums.  Chair Hamilton reviewed what happened at the 2006 forums, indicating the ESB fell second in the presentation, behind ASB, there were only a couple of people who stayed for the ESB presentation, and there were very few questions.  Chair Hamilton would request the ESB be allowed to run through their presentation first for 2007.

After discussion it was determined the board would present an overview of the equalization process and purpose of the board, the new IAAO equalization standards, results of the 2006 equalization process having no appeals or complaints, and the final pieces of the Wasserstein and Davis recommendations being reviewed and determined they were inconclusive and did not provide enough evidence to warrant changes.

Chair Hamilton explained the ESB might talk about the few remaining Wasserstein and Davis recommendations and what the ESB found with the study.  Commissioner Blatsos stated it is a good opportunity to get input from the public.  Chair Hamilton stated rapid increases or decreases in market value can magnify the differences.  The purpose of equalization is to measure what value was obtained versus the value the assessor is trying to obtain.  The problems with market value may be seen more on the assessing side versus the equalization side.  Commissioner Blatsos stated the more people who look at it the better off the process is.  

Chair Hamilton asked Mr. Boley to create a presentation for the public forum for review at the joint ASB/ESB meeting on October 25. 

Discussion took place about a meeting date in December to review the public forum information.  A meeting was set for December 13, 2007 at 1:00 p.m. 

ESB Quorum

Mr. Rugg asked if the ASB has as difficult a time with getting a quorum to attend meetings.  It was stated they do not.  Commissioner Blatsos addressed board members asking if legislation should be brought forward requesting a lower number of attendees for a quorum, instead of one that requires a majority of total board members to be present.  After discussion it was determined Representative Hinkle would be willing to sponsor legislation, brought forward by the DRA that will seek a quorum with only five members being present.

Discussion took place about the standing of the ESB and if it would remain a committee now that the majority of work has been completed.  Chair Hamilton stated discussion had taken place about the board only meeting quarterly. Commissioner Blatsos stated he wanted the ESB to remain an active board.  The ESB keeps reviewing the equalization process and changes when needed.  By doing so it prevents the process from being considered too private and state run.

Mr. Boley reported changes have come forward from the IAAO on the COD and it would be something the ESB will need to look at.  Commissioner Blatsos stated national and possibly local changes are things the board will need to address, on an as needed basis.  

Chair Hamilton stated he felt the board should remain active and reducing the number of people needed for a quorum would help keep things moving forward in the equalization process.  Prior to the ESB most municipalities knew nothing about the equalization process or the consequences of it; the board helps keeps the public aware.

Representative Hinkle stated he likes the idea of the board remaining and not having the process lost in bureaucracy, even though DRA does the majority of work it is nice to have an independent board review the procedures and make necessary changes.

Other Business

Representative Hinkle asked how often the question is asked about the statute indicating buyers or sellers are being surveyed, asking if they feel the price they paid was fair market value and how often the question was asked.  Representative Hinkle asked if the question was asked if the price paid is verified with the deed and tax stamps.

Chair Hamilton stated the form PA-34 asks the question and is required to be completed for every sale and should be filed by the buyer of property with fine if uncompleted.  

Mrs. Kennedy stated there is a violation.  Mrs. Kennedy stated the DRA has three methods of verifying sales price and if it should be considered market value.  There is the PA-34, information received from Real Data and their information from the filed deeds, and the municipal assessment sheets filed by all the municipalities during the equalization process.  Chair Hamilton stated the DRA has a process to verify if the amount paid on the tax stamps is the correct amount.

Representative Hinkle asked if the processes help to verify the assessed value is close to market value.  Mrs. Kennedy stated equalization is a measure of assessed value to market value.  Chair Hamilton stated municipalities use the forms to help determine what property is selling, what the terms of the sale were and if it included some personal property.  

Other Business

Mr. Rugg asked if the 2006 ESB Legislative report had been filed.  It was stated it had been and Mr. Rugg asked to have an emailed copy.

Adjournment

Chair Hamilton adjourned the meeting at 1:55 p.m.

	Next Meeting:  57 Regional Drive, Concord NH

	

	Respectfully Submitted, Dawn Wirkkala, Clerk

	NH Dept of Revenue Admin. - Property Appraisal Division

	

	Documentation relative to the Equalization Standards Board may be requested or reviewed by:

	Telephone: (603) 271-2687

Facsimile: (603) 271-1161

Web: www.nh.gov/revenue
	In person at 57 Regional Drive

In writing to: NH Dept of Revenue Admin.

Equalization Standards Board

PO Box 487

Concord, NH 03302-0487
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