EQUALIZATION STANDARDS BOARD                                                          MEETING

              MINUTES OF SEPTMEBER 9, 2004
APPROVED

Location: 57 Regional Drive

Board Members:

William Ingalls, Chairman (absent)

Sen. Clifton Below, Vice-Chairman 

Sen. Robert Flanders (absent)

Rep. Eric Anderson

Rep. Thomas Gillick

G. Philip Blatsos, Commissioner, DRA 

George Maglaras (absent)

Guy Santagate (absent)

Richard Rugg 

Robert Estey

Dr. Colleen Brickley 

Joyce Fulweiler (absent)

Paula Adriance (absent)

Members of the Public Attending:

Barbara Reid, Asst. Commissioner, DRA

Rep. Betsey Patten

Bob Boley, DRA

Guy Petell, DRA

Linda Kennedy, DRA

Natalie Duffy, DRA

Judy Silva NHMA

Dean Michener NHSBA

Vice Chair Sen. Below officially called the September 9, 2004 ESB meeting to order at 2:33 p.m. when Dr. Brickley arrived making a quorum.

First on the agenda was to approve the draft minutes of April 19, 2004.  Rep. Gillick moved to approve the minutes of April 19, 2004 as written.  Rep. Anderson seconded the motion.  There was no discussion and the motion to approve the April 19, 2004 minutes was adopted by all.

The second item on the agenda was to review the Proposed Amendment to Equalization 

Manual 3.05.04 that was e-mailed to the board members on June 1, 2004.  Before a quorum was met and the meeting officially began, there was an informal discussion with 6 of the members of the board and members of the public and DRA staff regarding the proposed amendment.  

First it was noted that the DRA would include definitions for prior years assessment, and current years assessment.

Changes in the proposed Amendment to Equalization Manual are to read:

(a) The current years assessment shall be used as the default unless the DRA determines, based on the criteria below, that the prior years assessment shall be used.

b) no change


Exception: under (b) gave way to a debate.  Bill Ingalls by letter, and Bob Estey did not want the Exception: under (b) deleted.  It was determined that further discussion was necessary as to deleting the Exception, or leaving it in place.  Mr. Boley suggested having the public review it at the public forum to get their response.  Vice Chair Sen. Below suggested preparing for the forum a brief pro and con to consider the change as to its benefit as opposed to its cost.  Rep. Gillick suggested any findings at the public forums would be prefaced “As a result of the public---”.  

          (c) no change

          (d) no change

(e) The DRA will use the prior year’s assessment if the changes in assessments were not made for valid reasons as described in (d) above, unless the following criteria are met:

(e) (1) the municipality has measured and listed at least 50% of the properties within the past three years: and

Rep. Gillick made a motion to accept the dates of October 12, at the NHAAO meeting at the NHMA building in Concord, November 4 at the NHMA Conference in Manchester and November 9 in Littleton, as the 3 ESB public forums required under the law.  Mr. Estey seconded the motion no further discussion all in favor and the motion was adopted.

September 17, 2004 will be a formal ESB meeting at 9:30 a.m. until 10:30 or so, the same place as the ASB meeting.  The board will touch on proposed changes to the amendment to the equalization Manual 3.05.04 as discussed today, and the public forums. 

Vice Chair Below suggested the board schedule a meeting before the end of November to act on the possible change to the manual and to approve the new manual.  Sen. Below said he will not run for re-election and his term on the board will end December 1.  Mr. Estey suggested the date be set at the September 17th meeting.  Dates to choose from would be between November 9 and November 30.      

Asst. Comm. Reid mentioned the Department was going forward with Equalization Rules attempting to adopt the manual in cooperation by reference.  The department procedures are based on what this Board determines. They will try to adopt the entire manual so that the manual will have the effect of law instead of having to rewrite the rules.

Vice Chair Sen. Below declared, since there was no other business, the meeting closed.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Tomkiewicz, Clerk

Community Services Division, NHDRA

57 Regional Drive

Concord, NH 03301

Phone 271-2687 or 3397

Fax    271-1161

mtomkiewicz@rev.state.nh.us   
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