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                                    Room 301

BOARD MEMBERS: 

Sen. Clifton Below, Chairman

Sen. Robert Flanders

Rep. Betsey Patten

Rep. Keith Herman - Absent

Barbara Reid, Assistant Commissioner, DRA

Richard Rugg, Public Member

William Ingalls, NHAAO

Ralph Cutting, NHAAO

Colleen Brickley, Public Member - Absent

Guy Santagate, NHMA - Absent 

George Maglaras, NHACO - Absent

Paula Adriance, NH School Board Assoc.- Absent

Joyce Fulweiler, Public Member - Absent

MEMBERS of the PUBLIC :

Linda Kennedy, DRA

Robert Boley, DRA

Gail Bartlett, DRA


Senator Below opened the meeting by putting the draft minutes from June nineteenth  meeting on the table and Rep. Patten made a motion to approve the minutes as submitted.  Assistant Commissioner Reid seconded the motion and minutes were adopted unanimously.  


Rep. Patten stated there was discussion at the ASB meeting regarding the calculation used on the equalization reports for the COD and asked Mr. Boley to give an explanation.  Mr. Boley explained the calculation is done using a decimal of four places and the fourth decimal is used to round the third decimal place.


Mr. Boley stated by using a whole percentage and rounding, a wider variance is created and the results by rounding to the third decimal place will better mirror the intent of both boards. Senator Below stated this sounds theoretically possible but the larger cities could have a much narrower interval.  Senator Below stated some of the recommendations have been accepted and was unsure of the agenda.  Assistant Commissioner Reid stated some of the recommendations had been voted upon and DRA would summarize the changes and formalize then e-mail.  


Ms. Kennedy passed out the 2001 equalization survey and a hand-out titled NHDRA 2001 equalization summary.  Ms. Kennedy reviewed the summary first and explained DRA was gathering information from the form MS-1 at this time.  Ms. Kennedy stated three exemptions are taken out prior to the modified assessed valuation and told ESB which exemptions they were.  Ms. Kennedy stated the towns used to separate the excavation activity tax from the other values but because of the 2001 repeal it is taken out and added back in to the figure.  Ms. Kennedy stated the equalization staff has been calculating some new statistics and has also reproduced strata in the ratio study because of the possible ASB strata proposed.  Senator Below asked if the report included the worksheet with equalized municipal school and county rates.  Ms. Kennedy stated the worksheet has not yet been produced and is something new.  Ms. Kennedy explained the department reviews over 50, 000 PA-34's and every town is required to file this form.  


Ms. Kennedy commented seventeen towns last year filed with DRA electronically and hopes to have an estimated fifty towns file for this year because it has made it much easier produce the ratio study.  Ms. Kennedy stated there has been a double-digit decrease in the ratios from last year.  Mr. Ingalls commented this is true except for with high end properties.  


Rep. Patten asked the ESB to give ASB language for the COD calculation for one tenth of one percent and both boards would use the same language.  Ms. Kennedy stated a lot of towns are 20 and above for the COD but all of these towns are having some sort of assessment work done.  


Ms. Kennedy stated a stratification report is being processed and this will break down the categories town by town and how many sales in each strata.  The PRD is included on the hand-out and is broken down by rating each town overall.  Mr. Boley stated DRA has monitored 108 towns in the last year with some sort of revaluation work.  


Ms. Kennedy moved on to the equalization survey and explained each section and its purpose for equalization.  Ms. Kennedy commented on the comparison section and how it shows the content of each municipality ie. schools, hospitals, fire........  Ms. Kennedy stated the public looks for the lowest tax rates but they need to focus on the real estate market. 


Ms. Kennedy stated she had completed a study at the request of Senator Below, that shows the total equalized valuation and what it would have been if calculated with the weighted mean vs. the median.  


Senator Below asked which dates would be available for submitting ESB rules to JLCAR.  Ms. Bartlett stated the rules would need to be submitted before the first Friday of October.  Rep. Patten stated the ESB would have to meet one more time, to discuss any changes because they still have not received comments back on the ESB 200 rules.  Senator Below reminded the board their December first report will need to be submitted for legislation changes.


The next meeting will be September 26, 2002 @ 10:00 a.m. at the Legislative Office Building, room #301.  


Meeting was adjourned at 12:15 p.m.
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April Rollins, Clerk 
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