MINUTES OF THE

ASSESSING STANDARDS BOARD & 

EQUALIZATION STANDARDS BOARD

BERLIN PUBLIC FORUM

	DATE: October 7, 2008
	TIME: 6:00 p.m.

	LOCATION: Berlin High School – 550 Willard St. Berlin NH

	

	ASB BOARD MEMBERS:

	Representative Betsey Patten, Chair 
	Scott Bartlett, NHAAO 

	Len Gerzon, Public Member
	Joseph Lessard, NHAAO

	
	

	ESB BOARD MEMBERS:

	Robert Gagne, NHAAO
	Richard Rugg, Public Member

	Stephan Hamilton, NHDRA
	

	MEMBERS of the PUBLIC:

	Rick Brendle, Jefferson NH
	


Chair Patten opened the meeting at 6:20 p.m. giving additional time for members of the public to arrive.

Mr. Gagne presented the material for the Equalization Standards Board.

Mr. Brendle asked if the assessment were from the previous spring and if the ratios were available for everyone.

Mr. Gagne stated the statistics are available for every town on the DRA website, becoming available in the spring with the previous year statistics.  Work takes place over the winter, municipalities have an opportunity to appeal the DRA determined ratio before they are published.

Mr. Brendle asked what attributed to the trend of statistics.  Mr. Gagne stated it is municipalities completing revaluations more frequently, with a goal of trying to meet 100% yearly.  

Mr. Brendle asked if most towns reval 20% per year.  Mr. Gagne stated there are municipalities who complete 20% but others update more frequently.

Mr. Brendle asked who would complete supplemental appraisal, if necessary. Mr. Hamilton stated it would be up to the DRA.  Mr. Gagne stated the details would be reviewed by the ESB in the future.

Chair Patten presented the material for the Assessing Standards Board.

Mr. Brendle asked about the procedure for filing an ethics complaint.  Chair Patten explained it is the intent for the complaint to be based on inappropriate actions of certified assessing personnel and will not be complaints based on value.  The procedure is not yet in place but the Assessing Standards Board in conjunction with the DRA is working on the process.   

Mr. Brendle asked if the selectmen were getting more consideration with their assessments versus other taxpayers would that be an appropriate reason to file a complaint.  Chair Patten stated that could be considered a conflict of interest.  

Mr. Brendle asked if the ethics complaint process would be quicker than an appeal through the Board of Tax and Land Appeals (BTLA).  Chair Patten stated complaints would not be able to be based on value, like they are with the BTLA.

Mr. Brendle asked how the process should start.  Chair Patten stated the ASB has not created any forms, is at the beginning of the process, and is collecting information from the taxpayers about the work completed so far.

Mr. Brendle stated he felt there were issues in his town and had provided information to the DRA about specific situations and thought the new complaint process might help resolve some of the concerns he had.  Chair Patten asked Mr. Brendle to forward any of his information to the board and Mr. Hamilton stated he would gather the information as well.

General discussion took place about the specific concerns Mr. Brendle had.  It was stated the attending board members could not answer specific questions without seeing all of the details and the only value recourse taxpayers have is to file with the BTLA.

Adjournment

Chair Patton adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

	Next Meeting:  November 20, 2008 – 9:30 a.m. @ 57 Regional Drive, Concord NH

	

	Respectfully Submitted, Dawn Wirkkala, Clerk

	NH Dept of Revenue Admin. - Property Appraisal Division

	

	Documentation relative to the Assessing Standards Board may be submitted, requested or reviewed by:

	Telephone: (603) 271-2687

Facsimile: (603) 271-1161

Web: www.nh.gov/revenue
	In person at 57 Regional Drive

In writing to: NH Dept of Revenue Admin.

Assessing Standards Board

PO Box 487

Concord, NH 03302-0487
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